[Current approaches to understanding of autism in childhood].
The authors analyse the trends in the study of childhood autism in the XX century and state of the art in view of nosology, systematics, clinical phenomenology, etiology and pathogenesis of autistic disorders. Mental Health Research Center of Russian Academy of Medical Sciences proposes a new classification of autism in children basing on the study of 500 cases. Each form of autistic disorders is characterized in clinicopsychopathological and pathogenetic aspects. The phenomenon of autism in childhood psychopathology is universal, dependent on peculiarities of ontogenesis of the nervous system, individual development of a child, genetic and environmental factors.